
Ask the class what animal was most likely domesticated 
(tamed) by man. Answer: the dog. 
 
Ask the class to name some of the may ways humans utilize 
dogs today. 
 
What is the number one reason we keep dogs today?  
Companionship, simply for pets! 
 
Ask the class to name some of their favorite dog breeds. Tell 
them your favorite dog breed. 

Ask the class, “Who has been bitten by a dog before?” Then 
ask the class, “Who has been bitten bad enough to have to go to 
the doctor?” 
 
You will be surprised by the number of hands in the air. 
 
This slide introduces what we are going to talk about. 

This slides just throws out an interesting statistic and a couple 
of neat pictures. 
 
(by the way, the mean looking dog on the right is a  
Dogue de Bordeaux, the dog on the movie Turner and Hooch)  

OBJECTIVE:  
 
Students will learn basic safety tips when dealing with dogs. 
 
Students will learn why dogs cause injuries by learning about 
basic animal behavior. 
 
Students will develop more respect for dogs by learning about 
their habits and behavior. 
 
Students will learn that the best way to avoid being bitten by a 
dog is to understand dog psychology. 



Ask the class to name some breeds that they consider danger-
ous. Pictures of some large breeds will come up. 
 
Point that while pit bulls and Rottweilers are responsible for 
the majority of fatal dog attacks, there has been a case of a 
four-pound Pomeranian killing a six-week old infant. 
 
Dog attacks can occur from any size or breed of dog! 

For no. 3, stress that even training your dog to do simple tricks 
or commands at home teaches the dog to listen to you. Going to 
an obedience class is even better (remember socialization?). 
 
For no. 4, some people are naturally scared to dogs. When you 
are scared and unsure, dog becomes scared and unsure and this 
increases the chance of fear biting. Running from a dog triggers 
the chase instinct. 
 
For no. 5, some breeds are supposed to be aggressive. If you are 
not an experienced dog handler, avoid these breeds. Terriers, 
mastiffs, pit bulls, etc. Research breeds before you get a new 
dog. Never ‘impulse buy’ a puppy just because its sooo cute! 

The next couple of slides bring out some important points. 
 
Under no. 1, stress that if you if are not going to spend time 
with dog and care for it properly, You Don’t Need A Dog! 
 
Under no.2, stress that dogs that exposed to new sights, 
sounds, smells, situations, etc., are less nervous and therefore 
less apt to bite. Fear causes bites! Lessen the fear! 

This slide illustrates what we have all heard someone say at 
one time or another.  
 
The point is that we cannot categorically state that a particular 
dog will not bite or that a particular breed of dog is all bad. 
 
Remember, any dog will bite under the right circumstances. 
 
Some breeds are, however, more prone to bite than others. 



Stress to the class that the dog owner has control over four of 
the five points we just discussed. 
 
Hopefully, this illustrates that being a responsible dog owner 
is the best way to stem the dog bite epidemic. 
 
Again, if you are going to have a dog, spend time with it, train 
it, treat it right or just don’t have a dog. Simple. 

Here we switch gears and talk about dog psychology. 
 
As much as we want our dogs to use human logic and have 
human emotions, they don’t. They’re dogs! 
 
Expecting dogs to think like humans is illogical! We have to 
learn how and why they think and act like they do. It is part of 
being a responsible dog owner. 

This slide is self explanatory. You do not have a professionally 
trained ‘guard dog’ in order for your dog to keep watch over 
your property. A dog will naturally protect its territory and 
family. 
 
There is a picture of a Doberman with its family that appears. 
This family is well protected by a dog that is still friendly to-
ward non-threatening strangers. 

Again, the slide is self explanatory. Dogs chasing things is the 
hunting instinct, inherited from wolves. Now it may only be 
chasing a ball, but this is where it came from. 
 
Running away from a dog only makes it want to chase you! 
 
A couple of pictures of herding dog will appear at the end of 
the slide. 



This slide is easy to understand and hopefully illus-
trates why you should try to catch or pet a stray dog.  
 
Backed into a corner by people it doesn’t know, most 
dogs can become fear biters! 
 
A picture of a Chow-mix backed into a corner comes 
up at the end. 

This slide just reinforces what we have already gone 
over. Go over it anyway! 
 
Stress to the class that they should never pet a strange 
dog without its owner’s permission. Trying to catch or 
pet unknown dogs results in a lot of dog bites to chil-
dren. 

Stress to the class that dog owners must be the alpha 
leaders of their dogs. When a puppy growls at you over 
its food, it is not cute. The puppy is asserting its domi-
nance. If you do not correct this behavior, the puppy 
will grow into a dog that bosses you around. 
 
Folks, I see this all the time, especially in small dogs. 
Why do you think Chihuahua’s are known for bad tem-
perament? Because people let them be ill-tempered! 
 
A couple of pictures of snarling dogs are at the end. 

Again, this slide just reinforces what we have already 
gone over except for the bottom point.  
 
Stress that almost all pets should be spayed or neu-
tered. Especially in males, this reduces aggressive 
tendencies. There are also low-cost programs as well as 
free programs to get pets spayed or neutered. 
 
 



Just for fun! 

The bread baking and cookie contest 
rules. 

The model vehicle contest rules. 


